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LOWER FREDERICK TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 

   Meeting Minutes    August 28, 2018   Lower Frederick Township  

   Workshop         Municipal Building 

          53 Spring Mount Road 

 

Announcements – Township meetings are recorded for the purpose of preparing the minutes and the 

recording is destroyed when the minutes are approved.  

It is requested that all persons wishing to speak before the Board shall state their name, address, and the subject 

matter upon which they wish to speak for the record. In the interest of facilitating the business of the Board, all 

persons addressing the Board shall be limited to (2) minutes unless such time is extended by the Chairman for 

good cause. Individuals are requested to remain in their seats and to respect when other persons are speaking. 

The Board of Supervisors will provide a reasonable opportunity for citizens to comment on any non-agenda items 

after all agenda items have been addressed, but prior to the adjournment of the public meeting (Adopted 

1/30/18) 

 

Terry Sacks Chairman, called the meeting to order at approximately 7:00 pm followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance.   

Board of Supervisors Present:        Township Staff Present: 

        Kevin R. Tobias- Township Manager 

Terry Sacks - Chairman             Thomas Keenan -  Esquire   

Marla Hexter, Vice Chairperson   Carol Schuehler, P.E 

Charles Liedike- Supervisor    Tom Manning – Roadmaster 

 

Manager Tobias announced that two executive sessions were held on August 7, 2018 and August 13, 2018 

for Personnel 

Supervisor Hexter made a public statement regarding #4 and #8 listed on the agenda. She noted that time 

for public comment on these items will be allowed at these times and to respect the amount of business 

to be conducted and respect those at the table.  Supervisor Hexter also stated that it is a requirement of 

the Sunshine Act that the persons wishing to address the board state their name and address.  

 

 Approval of Meeting Minutes  July 31, 2018 

   

Motion made by Chairman Sacks seconded by Supervisor Liedike    Approved 3-0.    

 

Correspondence 

 Schwenksville Women’s Club of  is requesting use of the conference room on September 19, 2018.  

A larger group will be using the room.  The board is in favor of the Women’s Club using the room.  

 Notice was received from Penn Dot on list of roads to be resurfaced in Montgomery County. 

Supervisor Hexter asked if the township receives notice prior to the road being resurfaced.  

PSATS will waive the administrative fees for the administration of the 457 plan.  

 Lower Frederick Planning Commission is seeking tuition payment for zoning course offered by 

Montgomery County Planning Commission.   Linda Jansson asked whether the members could be 

reimbursed for the course.  Supervisor Hexter asked if the course was more relevant for members of 

the  Planning Commission or Zoning Hearing Board.  Ms. Jansson responded that the course follows 
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the parameters of the Municipalities Planning Code.   Ms. Jansson will submit copy of the cancelled 

check to the township for reimbursement.  

 A motion made by Supervisor Hexter, Seconded by Supervisor Liedike to reimburse Linda Jansson for 

her attendance at a zoning course presented by the Montgomery County Planning Commission. The 

cost is $90.00. 

Correspondence read aloud from ride ATAXIA Philly to conduct bicycle race in the Township on 

October 14, 2018 and the use of Township roads.  

Notice received from PA Auditor General regarding 2018 distress determination. 

Notice from MONTCO Board of Commissioners on Adult Mosquito Spraying. 

Request for reduction in sewer EDU from Bernard and Lisa Kochersperger 

A map supplied by PECO informing the township of the tree trimming in October  

Dan Orfe (Kratz Road) had a question about PECO tree trimming policy and procedure.   

     

Administrative Actions   

 

None 

 

Public Comment on Agenda Items 

 

Joan Schmidt (Silverbrook Drive) Asked a question about PECO’s tree trimming and their process for 

cutting of limbs.   

 

Ernie Schmidt (Silverbrook Drive) Reviewed with the Board PECO’s new ‘total clearance’ of trees 

 

Warren Jacobs (Fulmer Road) Asked if the Township received any notice about herbicide spraying 

from PECO.  Supervisor Hexter asked if the Township could contact PECO about their herbicide 

spraying. 

 

Sherry Schweikert (Schwenk Rd.) Asked a question about the process involved in registering a 

resident’s Sewage EDU.  Engineer Schuehler remarked that the Township is lacking a responsive EDU 

monitoring and inventory program.   Supervisor Hexter questioned Engineer Schuehler about a 

possible policy to be into place.   

 

Dan Orfe (Kratz Road) Asked if there is anyway of knowing if a resident who was granted a reduction 

in EDU’s that they would then revert back to their original number of EDU’s.  Engineer Schuehler 

suggested that an inspector go out to inspect. 

 

Ernie Schmidt (Silverbrook Drive) Commented on his experience on the Collegeville/Trappe Sewer 

Authority and the ability to monitor EDU’s based on meter use. 

 

Linda Jansson (Simmons Road) Asked if businesses in the township have to register, and by the 

registration, the township would then know the number of EDU’s being used.  

 

Reports 

 

Solicitor:   Solicitor Keenan provided his report to the LFT Board.   Solicitor Keenan asked if Engineer 

Schueler would be able to explain the process of electronic submittal of plans to the township. 

Supervisor Hexter asked if this would eliminate all paper copies, and the Solicitor noted it would  

only reduce the number of copies. 
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Warren Jacobs (Fulmer Road) Asked if the plan in electronic format was a PDF or a plan drawn up 

electronically.  Solicitor Keenan explained that Ordinance 2018-04 which amends and requires the 

electronic plan submission. 

 

Motion made by Supervisor Hexter , seconded by Supervisor Leidike  to advertise Ordinance 2018-04  

Approved 3- 0 

 

Dan Orfe (Kratz Rd.) Asked the board if from the County’s perspective they have any technical 

specifications that they require for a PDF.   Supervisor Sacks commented that the Township does 

receive the plans electronically now.  

 

Bob Burns (Zieglerville Road) Asked the board about the advertising of the previous ordinances as 

mentioned to comply with the MPC.  Mr. Burns asked Solicitor Keenan about whether it would 

make more sense to wait.  Solicitor Keenan responded by saying that each ordinance has to be 

advertised. 

 

Solicitor Keenan referred to Ordinance 2018-06 which adds the electronic component to the 

drainage plan submittal.              

Motion made by Supervisor Hexter, seconded by Supervisor Leidike to advertise  Approved 3-0 

 

Solicitor Keenan also referred to proposed Ordinance 2018-07 which adds the electronic submittal 

to the zoning hearing board submittal process.  In the future, the ordinance will require 5 printed 

copies and one electronic copy.  The proposed ordinance does require a public hearing.   

 

Motion made by Supervisor Sacks, seconded by Supervisor Hexter to advertise Ordinance 2018-07 

         Approved 3-0 

 

Solicitor Keenan then referenced proposed Ordinance 2018-05 which details the Township Land 

Development Code and the Municipalities Planning Code to bring it into compliance.  Motion made 

by Supervisor Sacks, seconded by Supervisor Hexter to advertise Ordinance 2018-05  Approved 3-0 

 

Engineer:   Engineer Schuehler provided her report to the LFT Board.  She spoke briefly about the 

status of the dam inspection for the dam located in Foy Park.  The letter received recently is very 

similar to the inspection report issued in 2013.  Engineer Schuehler suggested that she conduct an 

inspection with the Roadmaster.   

 

Linda Jansson (Simmons Road) Asked a question about ownership of the second dam in the 

township.  This dam is privately owned.  

 

It was noted by Mr. Burns that at the previous Traffic Calming Committee the Survey for Village 

Drive was reviewed and the Committee is looking for approval to mail out and seek funding. 

 

Bob Burns (Zieglerville Road) A draft of the survey was shared with the Spring Mount Homeowners 

Association and would like the “Survey Monkey” removed.  The Association asked the forms be 

returned to the Association.   Supervisor Hexter requested that the surveys be mailed out by the 

Township and returned to the Township, and asked how fast the surveys can be returned.  The bills 

could be stuffed with the bills, but may add to the cost.  Surveys to be due at the Township office on 

October 1, 2018.   
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Dan Orfe (Kratz Rd.) Asked Engineer Schuehler if the State was still intending to have all dams 

removed in the State.    

 

Visitor: Daryl Peck (Concord Public Finance) Identified himself as the Financial Planner who managed 

and refinanced the 2015 Loan for the construction of the new LFT Waste Water Treatment Plant.   

Mr. Peck described briefly his personal background and his experience in the field.   Mr. Peck then 

distributed to the Board and audience copies of his presentation. Mr. Peck noted that the Township 

issued the original note of 10 million dollars in 2015 with 22 years left on the term of the loan.  The 

2015 loan was issued as a draw down loan through December of 2017.  The draw date was 

extended in December of 2017.  This issue has saved the township approximately $600,000.00 over 

the past three years.  Approximately $60,000.00 was saved with the issuance of the allonge in 2017.  

The initial rate was 2.48% for 7 years, and then variable rate to be reset monthly at 68% of the sum 

of one month LIBOR plus 2.25% with a cap of 5%.  LIBOR is a short term variable rate. The 

repayment schedule assumes the 5% cap rate which means no increase in debt service that we 

know now. The current debt service will never increase.  Supervisor Hexter asked a question about 

the rate of repayment would get better if never getting to 5%.  Over the past 20 years of analysis on 

a variable rate, our rate on the loan would be 3.25%.    Current fixed rate bond issue is 3.61% which 

would result in approximately an annual debt payment of $615,000.00.  Supervisor Hexter asked 

about the current payment at 2.48% and we are paying $645,000.00 at level or not to exceed.  The 

payment will never be higher than $645,000.00.  Mr. Peck said that with a bond there would be no 

prepayment until at least five years had passed.  

 

Ron Kerwood (Gravel Pike) Noted that the original point of setting up the loan as the Township did, 

is that the loan would be structured to handle the current customer base with the intent to have a 

higher payment with the thought that we would have a higher customer base in the future. 

 

Mr. Peck further reviewed the graph on page 4 of his presentation materials.   Mr. Peck reviewed a 

breakeven rate of 4.2% for the future of variable rate for the proposed loan and corresponding rate 

of the LIBOR rate (short term variable rate).  Supervisor Hexter noted that we have had 7 interest 

rates in the past two years by the Federal Reserve Bank.  

 

Sherry Schweikert (Schwenk Rd.) Ms. Schweikert asked the cost to engage the services of Concord 

Public Finance for a refinance and was told the cost would be $17,500.00.  Supervisor Hexter then 

asked the cost to do a municipal bond issuance and was told about $150,000.00 for a bond issue  

Solicitor Keenan noted that this cost would be amoritized over the cost of the bond. Ms. Schweikert 

asked if additional copies of the presentation could be made available to the public.  Mr. Peck 

responded that it is necessary to have one for a bond issue. 

 

Dan Orfe (Kratz Rd.) Asked if a bond issuance would obligate the entire town. Mr. Peck noted that 

the bond would be a new general obligation bond or note made by the sewer revenues. 

 

Warren Jacobs (Fulmer Road) Commented on the risks involved in moving forward with a possible 

refinancing of the existing sewer loan.   

 

Supervisor Hexter asked Mr. Peck if there are any other advantages to a Township having a bond 

rating.  Mr. Peck responded that it is necessarily essential to have one. 

 

Police: 
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Manager Tobias noted that he has received back from Upper Frederick Township the Law 

Enforcement Survey as distributed by DCED to the four interested municipalities involved in the 

Police Regional Study.  Chief Maxey has completed the portion of Lower Frederick’s which he was 

able to complete and the Manager will complete the remaining portion.  The Manager noted he is 

still waiting for submittals from Perkiomen Township and Schwenksville.   

 

Public Works:  Roadmaster Manning updated the Board on the status of the line painting bids. 

Supervisor Hexter asked who is obligated to paint at the Traffic Circle.  She was informed that the 

Township is responsible for the Traffic Circle painting.    

 

 Manager:   Manager Tobias provided to the LFT Board estimates from companies to improve the 

sound and visual capabilities in the Board Room.  A proposal was submitted by Audio Visual sound 

to provide a wireless projection system for the board at a cost of $10,800.00. The system only 

encompasses video capabilities to serve the Board Room. Supervisor Hexter asked about the 

purchase of a service plan.  The system would only be used for the Board Room.   

 

Warren Jacobs (Fulmer Rd.) Questionned the status of the improved acoustical improvements in the 

process. 

 

Linda Jansson (Simmons Rd.) Asked about the number of times that this projector may be utilized in 

the coming months and questioned the high cost.   Supervisor Hexter remarked that the system 

would probably be used at each Planning Commission Meeting.  Supervisor Hexter suggested that 

the township research a less expensive but still wireless system. The manager was instructed to 

research a less expensive system that will serve the Township’s needs. 

 

Manager Tobias asked for consideration to accept the bid of Chris Yothers Masonry to repair the 

two walls for the Township Building.  The cost to repair was estimated at $10,022.00. Supervisor 

Hexter asked how long the repairs would last.   Motion to award contract to Chris Yothers in the 

amount of $10,022.00 made by Supervisor Sacks, seconded by Supervisor Hexter   Approved 3-0   

 

Old Business:  

 

Manager Tobias presented to the Board a Policy for Township Building Use. Supervisor Hexter noted 

that in the draft policy, the group using the building should be non-profit, or club meeting would be 

acceptable. Roadmaster Manning asked at what times would the building be available.  The cost to 

rekey the building lock should be considered. A release form would also need to be completed by 

renting party. Supervisor Hexter requested that we further study the policy. Further discussion took 

place regarding other groups which could possibly use the building such as the Boy Scouts, Women’s 

Club . 

 

Warren Jacobs (Fulmer Rd.)  He suggested that only Township sponsored groups and those associated 

with the Township be permitted to use the building.   

 

Supervisor Hexter requested the action be tabled for discussion at a future meeting. Motion has been 

tabled. 

 

Ron Kerwood (Gravel Pike) Asked Solicitor Keenan asked if he had been consulted about the matter of 

renting the building out. 
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Supervisor Liedike made a presentation to the Board regarding information about available grants 

provided through the National Association of Realtors through dues dollars.   The grants could be 

used across Pennsylvania.  These grants can be used for playgrounds or a place where people can 

congregate.  One of the examples used was for a project in Tioga County.  Supervisor Leidike asked 

for permission to utilize the Township Solicitor to research some projects that the Parks Board might 

be interested in completing.  Legal research needs to be completed regarding signage issues and 

setback requirements.   Supervisor Hexter asked Solicitor Keenan how much time may be used, and 

asked if any of these monies come from a realtor PAC.  Supervisor Leidike stressed that these monies 

strictly come from dues dollars.  Motion made by Supervisor Hexter, seconded by Supervisor Sacks to 

permit up to two hours of legal work on behalf of the Park and Recreation Board to conduct research.  

Approved 3-0    

Upcoming Board Meetings 

     BOS Board Meeting  September 4,   2018 

     Traffic Calming Committee September 20, 2018 

     Planning Commission  September 20, 2018 

New Business 

 

There had been some preliminary discussion about the reestablishment of the Shade Tree 

Commission  

 

Ron Kerwood (Gravel Pike) Mr. Kerwood asked if the Commission would have any effect on 

homeowners.   

 

Warren Jacobs (Fulmer Rd.) He remarked that the Commission was originally formed, in order to apply 

for a grant.  

 

Larry Cohen (Mine Hill Rd.) Discussed with the board the number of at risk trees in the Township and 

the purpose of the Commission may be to regulate and manage the trees. 

 

Supervisor Sacks asked that the matter may be tabled and discussed at a future meeting.  

 

Linda Jansson (Simmons Road) Ms. Jansson remarked that Julia Detweiler from the MONTCO Planning 

Commission may assist the Township in inventorying and establishing a program to manage these 

trees in question 

 

Rachel Hendricks (29 Aspen Way) Presented to the Board  information on Act 148 and distributed 

guidelines on the establishment of an EAC (Environmental Advisory Committee)  

 

A short discussion took place after Ms. Hendricks presentation regarding the possible preparation of 

an ordinance.  Supervisor Hexter made a motion to have the Solicitor prepare an ordinance 

establishing an Environmental Advisory Committee.  Motion made by Supervisor Hexter, seconded by 

Supervisor Liedike.    Approved 3-0 

 

Public Comment:  

   

Linda Jansson (Simmons Road)   Made a brief presentation before the Board about the details of the 

upcoming Centennial Celebration about the split of Upper and Lower Frederick Township. November 
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14, 2019 will be the 100 year celebration of the split of Lower and Upper Frederick Township.  The 

actual celebration will take place September 19, 2019 at the Upper Frederick Township Building. 

 

Jim Ward (Second Avenue) Remarked to the board about his failing culverts on his property that 

continue to be affected by ongoing water issues.  Supervisor Sacks remarked that the Township will 

investigate. 

 

 

        Motion to adjourn:  Mr. Sacks            Seconded:  Ms. Hexter        Approved: 3-0          

 

 

        Respectfully Submitted 

 

        Kevin R. Tobias 

        Township Secretary 


