LOWER FREDERICK TOWNSHIP OPEN HOUSE
SUMMARY OF RESPONSES
Julia Detwiler, MCPC Planner Il
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The Comprehensive Plan Open House was held on June 19 at the Township Building. Nearly 100 people attended and
shared their thoughts about the future of Lower Frederick Township.
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The dots represent attendees home locations. Most of the township was well-represented by the attendees.



LOWER FREDERICK TOW

* Speeding on Main Street
and Game Farm Road

* Regular litter pickup

« Need improved shoulders

* Speeding on Spring Mount
Road and Zieglerville Road

« Gerloff should have a sign
saying “Local Deliveries
Only”

¢ Think big! Plan for 2040
traffic, not 2020 traffic

» High Speed bypass to 422
and to 476 in Kulpsville

* Complete road network
with no cul-de-sacs

The Open House included a number of stations where attendees could share thoughts about various topics impacting
the township and its residents. The traffic station was busy all night with lots of ideas and thoughts provided. Each slide
includes a summary of the contributions at each station.
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* “If you want to walk or ride your | :
bike, move to the city” "w"}\”f;mffj_‘f‘::fxm__ s

« “Need a safe way to get from : 3 2 —
townhomes to the Perkiomen g e

Trail”

“Keep open space open!”

“More bike trails”

“Bike lane on Meng Road”

“Would like to be able to walk to

CVS and Wawa from Spring

Mount.”

= Support for the Sunrise Mill Trail

* Most people drive to local parks

« Some people use the trail
network to access parks and
open space
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Opinions about parks, trails and open space varied. Most parks and open space areas are highly-valued and well-used by
residents.
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+ A majority of people preferred
adaptive reuse of historic
buildings to the construction of
new shopping centers

¢ Most people preferred open
space with passive recreation
and trails to active recreation
spaces

* Most people want small lots with
homes near the villages of Spring
Mount and Zieglerville

Two stations asked about attendees’ visual preferences for Lower Frederick and how future growth should be planned.
Maintaining our historic look and feel was important. Access to open space for passive recreation was noted as
preferred. And residents did not particularly want the standard suburban land development pattern of spreading homes
on larger lots across the landscape.
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* Most people want businesses
closer to the street with parking in
the rear

* People were divided on preserved
forests and streams vs. local farms
with fields surrounded by forests

+ There was an almost even split on
housing style, with half of people
preferring townhomes that are close
together and walkable, and the
other half in favor of traditional
larger homes on bigger, more
expansive lots

As far as commercial development, residents preferred a pattern more like Skippack with frontages closer to the street
with parking in the rear. The preservation of forests as well as farms was strongly supported but there was support for
both preserved open space as well as keeping local farms.

The issue of housing types was a bit difficult to address. Neither photo gave a good example of the existing types of
housing stock that is currently in Lower Frederick but the split from the Open House supports both houses on smaller
lots as well as larger homes on larger lots.



PET Exercise: Preserve

Preserve
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A “PET” exercise asked attendees what they would like to see Preserved, Enhanced or Transformed within the Township.
The preservation of natural areas and open space were noted as most important.



PET Exercise: Enhance

Enhance
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The main issues noted to be enhanced were trails, traffic and a town center.



PET Exercise: Transform
Transform
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The main issue that attendees would like to see transformed relates to traffic issues around the Township.
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Vision Wall
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Attendees were asked to leave one word that best describes Lower Frederick. A “word cloud” was created based on the
number of times a particular word was contributed.
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Vision Wall
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This graph also illustrates the number of times each topic was noted in terms of our vision for the future.
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Questions/Comments?
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